CHAPTER XI

THE  INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

DURING this period Prince Hohenzollern and Rudolf von
Auerswald suggested to the Regent that I should be ap-
pointed Minister of Foreign Affairs. The result of that
proposal was a sort of conference at the palace attended
by the Prince, Auerswald, Schleinitz, and myself. The
Regent introduced the discussion by calling upon me to
sketch out the programme which I should approve. I
expounded it plainly on the lines which I afterwards fol-
lowed as minister, pointing out that the weakest side of
our policy was the feeble attitude towards Austria which
had prevailed since Olmiitz, and especially of late years
during the Italian crisis. If we could accomplish our
German task in agreement with Austria, so much the bet-
ter. But' this would not be possible until the conviction
had gained ground in Vienna that in the opposite case we
should shrink from neither rupture nor war. The rap-
prochement with Russia, which was so desirable for the
accomplishment of our policy, could be more easily pre-
served by acting against Austria than with her. But even
in the latter case it did not seem to be impossible, in the
light of the experience I had gained at St. Petersburg of
the Russian court and the influences prevailing there. The
Crimean war and the Polish complications left us with a
balance in hand which, if skilfully used, would enable us
to come to an understanding with Austria without break-
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